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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 April 19:  No 

School Conference 

Release Day 

 April 22:  No 

School Teacher In-

service 

 April 23:  Kona Ice 

on Bleckley Field at 

Lunch 

 April 23:  Track at 

Stucky 

 April 24:  8th Grade 

Panoramic Picture 

 April 26:  PTSO 

Bingo Night 

 April 30:  Track Di-

visions at Wilbur 

 May 1:  East 8th 

Grade Open House 

 May 2:  6th Grade 

No School 

 May 2:  5th Grade 

Open House 

 May 3:  6th Grade 

Field Trip 

 May 3:  Kona Ice on 

Bleckley Field at 

Lunch 

Just a reminder, 6th graders will not 

have school on Thursday, May 2 for 

our 5th grade orientation day.  If you 

need community service hours we are 

looking for volunteers that night.  See 

page 2 for details.   

 

We are in the process of enrollment 

for next year.  If you do not plan on 

returning to Robinson next year, could 

you please let us know so that we 

know how many spots we have 

available to offer to those students 

who applied for 7th and 8th grade 

positions.   

 

Would you like to volunteer on Bingo 

Night (Friday, April 26)?  Contact 

Natalie Merten@ nmerten@icloud.com 

 

Congratulations to the 22 6th and 8th 

grade Robinson Pre-IB students who 

participated on April 12th in the 3rd 

annual Kansas Spanish Language 

Competition at WSU.  Everyone worked 

very hard, and several students won 

medals.  In the middle school 

level Spanish spelling bee, Kelly Dang 

took first place and Augustin Au took 

second.  For middle school level poetry 

recitation, Nitya Jhaveri won second 

place and Maggie Steele won third, 

and for impromptu conversation, 

Elseigh 

Callstrom, 

Rosalind Hoge 

and Caleb 

Steele won 

third place. 

 

Twenty-four of our 8th graders, 

representing our six unit winners from 

the PIB competition, took their 

Constitutional brilliance on the road 

to compete at the state level “We the 

People” Senate Hearings at K-State 

on April 15th.  Each of the unit teams 

did an incredible job of articulating 

their understanding and ideas of the 

Constitution; we had several judges 

comment that we were “high school 

level”.  All of their hard work paid off, 

as Robinson brought home 1st place 

in the team competition!  For the 

third year in a row, Robinson is the 

“We the 

People” 

State of 

Kansas 

Champions! 

 

8th Graders:  We present numerous 

awards to outstanding eighth grade 

students each year at Celebration.  

We know many of you are involved in 

activities outside of school.  

Therefore, we are asking that you let 

us know what you are involved in.  

The form is available at:  http://

bit.ly/8PIBBio.  We would like to 

thank you for your contributions to 

Robinson in the past year(s).  Please 

complete by Friday, April 19. 

   

You have 2 more weeks, until all 

community service hours are due!  

Remember, all hours are due by the 

first Friday of May. Make sure you 

write your reflection and turn in your 

community service forms to your 

CHARGE Teacher.  If the hours are 

not completed Social Studies grades 

will be lowered 10%. 

 

 

mailto:nmerten@icloud.com
http://bit.ly/8PIBBio
http://bit.ly/8PIBBio
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Volunteers Needed 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your 

CHARGE Teacher.  Check 

google classroom for the number 

of hours you have turned in.   

Kansas Humane Society 
See information on website:  https://

www.kshumane.org/how-to-help/volunteer.html 

Price Harris Elementary 
Price-Harris PTO needs volunteers to help take 

care of children so their parents can attend PTO 

meetings. Middle-school or high-school age volun-

teers play with children during the meeting, super-

vised by two adults. Meetings are from 6:30-7:30 

PM at Price-Harris on the following dates:  May 

14.  If interested in volunteer, please contact Ellen 

Rife at president@priceharrispto.org.  

Wichita Public Library 
Will you be in grades 8-12 next year?  Want to 

help your community, but don't know how? Volun-

teer at the Library this summer!  You'll meet other 

teens, help kids sign up for the Summer Reading 

Program, and assist staff with important tasks. It's 

a fun way to get experience that looks good on a 

college application or resume! If your school or 

club requires community service hours, volunteer-

ing at the Library could help you meet your goals.  

For more information visit:  

http://wichitalibrary.org/teenvolunteer  

ALL Community  
Service Hours are due  

Friday, May 3!   

Robinson 5th Grade  

Open House 
On Thursday, May 2 from 6:00-7:30 we are 

looking for volunteers to pass out letters to our 

incoming 6th graders.  Please sign up at:  

http://bit.ly/rmsmay2 

Log sheets available on our the PIB page on the Robinson website.   

As of April 17, 2019 our 
students have completed 

4722.35 community 
service hours!   

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
mailto:president@priceharrispto.org
http://wichitalibrary.org/teenvolunteer
http://bit.ly/rmsmay2
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

We will wrap up Module 1 (Proportional Thinking) 

of the 7th grade book this week.  I hope students 

are making use of the copy of the lessons I’m 

posting online so that they don’t have to carry 

their book unless they want to do so.  We will need 

60 minutes of Mathia this week, as usual, to help 

prepare for the exam.  I’ll have the students write 

the test day in their agendas. 

We begin the weather unit this week. We will be 

using maps to talk about weather as well as 

learning about how to forecast it.  I will be grading 

pages 70-73 of the Science Journals so check 

with your child to be sure that they are complete. 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Sinsel—Math 

We will continue our holocaust study and learn 

about the decisions people had to make during 

this time in history. Students will be working in 

groups sharing their concerns. Students will con-

tinue reading in their holocaust books and writing 

reflections in their Reading Logs. 

Next week will focus on Christianity in preparation 

for our World Religions Field Trip on Friday, May 

3rd. We will be studying how the Jews responded 

to “Roman Law” and how the Roman roads 

helped Christianity spread. 

Students in 6th hour have begun Avi’s documentary 

novel Nothing But the Truth, which will take about a 

week to finish. 8th hour will begin our study of the mid-

dle ages as we start Catherine Called Birdie, Karen 

Cushman’s humorous novel, which takes place on a 

medieval manor. Both novels are Newbery Award win-

ners. We will be on Wordly Wise Lesson 16 and plan to 

do one lesson per week in order to finish the curricu-

lum before the end of the school year. Enjoy your long 

weekend, and remember to read nightly! 

Next week's focus will be on grammar, specifically 

on subject pronouns and the present tense of –ar 

verbs.  The quizzes over both grammar points will 

be on Friday, April  26th.  Students can go online 

to www.phschool.com to practice for the quiz-

zes.  The web codes that they will need to access 

the practice activities are jcd-0203 and jcd-0204. 

We will spend this short week reviewing pronouns 

in Spanish and –ar verb conjugations. I will post 

additional online practice activities on Classroom 

for practice at home. A grammar quiz is scheduled 

for Friday. 

6th Grade Math 6+:  Math students have complet-

ed state assessments and will continue their 

study of proportionality next week, with a test ei-

ther Wednesday or Thursday.  We’ll then begin 

our next topic, Proportional Relationships. 

6th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will test over 

Pythagorean Theorem on Tuesday and, after set-

ting aside a day for Mathia, we’ll start our next 

topic on Exponents and Scientific Notation. 

http://www.phschool.com/
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Seventh Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—4th Hour Language Arts Lavacek—6th Hour Language Arts 

Polson—Spanish Rowley—Social Studies 

The majority of next week will be used for oral 

presentations. Afterwards, students will take the 

listening and reading tests over Chapter 4A 

on Friday.   There is a practice multiple choice test 

for Ch. 4A available at www.phschool.com.  The 

web code to access the test is jcd-0406.   

Seventh graders will be wrapping up body sys-

tems with a quiz next Wednesday the 24th, then 

beginning a study of stimulus and response. 

Students will continue with Shakespeare this 

week. We will work our way into the woods as we 

follow the young lovers, the sprites, and the me-

chanicals on their separate and intertwining jour-

neys.  

Students will continue with Shakespeare this 

week. We will work our way into the woods as we 

follow the young lovers, the sprites, and the me-

chanicals on their separate and intertwining jour-

neys.  

7th graders will wrap up their oral presentations 

this week and will take their Reading and Listen-

ing test on Thursday and a Writing test on Friday 

to end their work in the textbook this year. 

We will continue through Chapter 6 this week, 

looking at the Homestead Acts, adaptations set-

tlers had to make to survive on the prairie, and 

immigrants who came to Kansas.   

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

This coming week, 7th graders will continue our 

study of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream.  We’ll focus on character and plot devel-

opment. 

Math students will test over Pythagorean Theo-

rem on Tuesday and, after setting aside a day for 

Mathia, we’ll start our next topic on Exponents 

and Scientific Notation. 

Stroot—4th Hour Algebra Stroot—6th Hour Math 

This week, students will work on finding the solu-

tions to a quadratic function. 

This week, we will finish the Pythagorean Theo-

rem.  There will be a quiz on Tuesday, covering 

the Theorem.  A test is scheduled for Thursday, 

covering Module 4. 

Van Horn—Math 

We will begin working on Module 4 Topic 2:  Pythagorean Theorem.  I will let students know if Mathia this 

week will be completed during class.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Monday and Tues-

day at lunch in my classroom. 

http://www.phschool.com/
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Eighth Grade PIB 

Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Stroot—Math 

Van Horn—Math 
We will then continue working on Module 5 Topic 2:  Solving Quadratic Equations by covering lesson 2, 

this unit will take us until the end of the year.  Watch for a couple of pop quizzes throughout the unit.  I 

will let students know if Mathia this week will be completed during class.  If you need additional help, 

ZAP is available on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in my classroom. 

 

Students will continue to read Much Ado About 

Nothing—following a chosen character as this per-

son changes throughout the play.  

This coming week, 8th graders will continue our 

unit on Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Noth-

ing, focusing on comedic and tragic elements 

within the play. 

This week, students will work on finding the solu-

tions to a quadratic function. 

We will finish Chapter 15 this week with a cumu-

lative test on chapters 13, 14, and 15.  Study 

guides went out today (Friday) for the test next 

Friday, April 26th. 

Students began their new novel this week and 

learned of how Carlos, a teenager from Ohio, wit-

nesses a robbery while on a cruise to the Yucatan 

peninsula with his family. Should he report the 

crime or try to capture the thief on his own?  Stu-

dents will discover more details in this action-

packed novel next week. 

Eighth graders will be wrapping up asexual and 

sexual reproduction next Wednesday with a quiz, 

and then beginning a study of gene traits and mu-

tations. 
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Spanish for Native Speakers 
Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 

 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
6th and 7th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Stroot, Mary  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mstroot@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




